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Next stop ls
PhiladelPhia'

PoPUlation 1'6
Pennsylvania'
million people.

Like manY older
cities, economlc

resources here ale
severely dePleted.

Most people l iving in
the so-called "inner

core" of the city lack
the most basic infra-

structure - decenr
schools, adequate

housing, safe streets.

Let's zoom in
closer to a 10 square
block area in North

Central Philly, Pa rt of
the neighborhood called

Germantown.

This is an especiallY hard-
hit neighborhood in a city {ull
of hard-hit neighborhoods . '



During the 2000 census,
20% ofthe homes here (one

out of every five) were vacant
and half of all residents fell
below the poverty line, with
41% of housoholds oarning
less than $10.000. Ten per-

cent of the adults were
unemployed, more than two
times the national average.

This is not a
new story at all.

Some people here had a different idea
-they decided to "dlg in" and rebulld, one
vacant property at a time. All it took was an
unusual partnership betlveen an artist from

across the ocean and a man from up the
street, to make things begin to happen.

Meet master mosaic artists Lily
Yeh and James Maxton, just two of

the 10,000 individuals who live, work
and play within the boundaries of

"That Luminous Place."

Normally, people in neighborhoods l ike this have three choices:
(a) accept the circumstances; (b) fight against improvements biased

towards bringing in wealthier people; or (c) leave as soon as possible,
None of these options is really viable.

IRIS
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THAI [UMll' lOUS PIACE pagesra ee
aRTlsr Li lY Yeh and James Maxton

oFcANl/a-oN Vil lage of Arts & Humanit ies

HoME PhiladelPhia
MrssloN To build community through innovative arts'

educational '  social, construction, and economic

develoPment Programs
ADvlcE Our abil i ty to unlock the creativity and dreams

of community residents, to reframe deficits as

resources, and to channel energy into results-

oriented proiects, are the keys to our approach'

Our success is due in large part to the enthusiasm'

support and part icipation of committed communi_

ty memoers
uFL www.vi l lagearts.org



IMAGES FROM THE VILLAGE OF THE ARTS AND HUMAITIES

Vacant lot - before







M
Ytrl

s and Humanities, Inc.The Village of Art
252[4 Germantown Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19133 (215) 225-7830 fax (215) 225-4339

Dear Village Friend,

Tlte h/kge ( Arr: nd I I'n/anitier ir la n)/pot/au/ ln ,/e!

NIv nrme is SamJackson, and I am currendy a 10th gade student at Simon-Gtatz High School. I have b€€n com
ing to rhe \/illage since I was ten. The Village has helped me stay on the strong pa*r and is a positive place tlat
keeps me off rhe corner.. It's truly my second home. l(hen I graduate from high school, I plan to atterd coll€ge
and srudy business managenent and fiImmaking

i{y favotitc \rillage activiq is acting I lor.e ro act because it allows me to step into someone else's shoes znd to
experience rhe worlcl from a different perspective. At the Village, I have acted in the lVaitingRaon [atnal); Shad* af
Cr4jr (the Narrator); and thisJune appeared as Kareerr. n Choim.'lbe Village has also given m€ dre opportunity to
study ceramics, painting and dmce. In fall200.t, one of my nickel prints vas exhibited as part of the Philadelphia
Ptint Collabotatile's, Pbi/ade/phia: The Mb! Extttbition at the National Constitution Center.

This lear,I rvas also part of the youth leadership ream for the Village's tust annual Hip Hop Dtop Off Festival on
Scptcmbct 10, 2005. I rvas tesponsible fot the cteation of neighbothood auditions for rappets, dancers, and poets
and performed nvice -once with ml dance groLLp, Bi g h the Noire, ̂ nd widr the Village Griots, the Village\ spo
ken rvord ensen.rble.

I am rvrinng todav to ask that you rrake a donation to the Village. The \rillage fills a void for young people in my
communin rvho often have nofiing to do after school, plus it provides great baining in the arts. Your gift helps to
support the Yillage Arts Challenge, dre reen afterschool program for 13-19 yeat olds drat provides in d€pth train
ing in visual arts, performance and environmental arts. This yexr we ,re worLing on some exciting projects indud-
ing comic books, music rideos, and a spoken wotd CD

I hope you can give to the Village dLis yeat, so teens like me can contin
ue to have an oudet for our creativity and to also have a safe place to
hang.

Thank youl

Sincercly,
Sam Jackson
Village Arts Challenge Patticipant

t ww.villageans.org t inlo@villageads.o.g r


