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Next stop is

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
population 1.6 million people.

Like many older
cities, economic
resources here are
severely depleted.
Most people living in
the so-called “inner
core” of the city lack
the most basic infra-
structure — decent
schools, adequate
housing, safe streets. — = _

|

Let’'s zoom in
closer to a 10 square
block area in North
Central Philly, part of
the neighborhood called

Germantown.

This is an especially hard-
hit neighborhood in a city full
of hard-hit neighborhoods...
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During the 2000 census,
20% of the homes here (one
out of every five) were vacant
and half of all residents fell
below the poverty line, with
41% of households earning
less than $10,000. Ten per-
cent of the adults were
unemployed, more than two
times the national average.

This is not a _
new story at all. : . . =1

Normally, people in neighborhoods like this have three choices:
(a) accept the circumstances; (b) fight against improvements biased
towards bringing in wealthier people; or (c) leave as soon as possible.
None of these options is really viable. '

Some people here had a different idea
— they decided to “dig in” and rebuild, one
vacant property at a time. All it took was an
unusual partnership between an artist from
across the ocean and a man from up the
street, to make things begin to happen.

Meet master mosaic artists Lily
Yeh and James Maxton, just two of
the 10,000 individuals who live, work
and play within the boundaries of
“That Luminous Place.”

Phitagetphia, ¥
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ARTIST
ORGANIZATION
HOME

MISSION

ADVICE

URL

Lily Yeh and James Maxton

Village of Arts & Humanities

Philadelphia

To build community through innovative arts,
educational, social, construction, and economic
development programs.

Our ability to unlock the creativity and dreams

of community residents, to reframe deficits as
resources, and to channel energy into results-
oriented projects, are the keys to our approach.
Our success is due in large part to the enthusiasm,
support and participation of committed communi-
ty members.

www.villagearts.org

RESOURCES

15!



IMAGES FROM THE VILLAGE OF THE ARTS AND HUMAITIES
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The Village of Arts and Humanities, Inc.

2544 Germantown Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19133 (215) 225-7830 fax (215) 225-4339

Dear Village Friend,

The Village of Arts and Humanities is so important to me!

My name is Sam Jackson, and I am currently a 10th grade student at Simon-Gratz High School. T have been com-
ing to the Village since I was ten. The Village has helped me stay on the strong path and is a positive place that
keeps me off the corner. It's truly my second home. When I graduate from high school, I plan to attend college
and study business management and filmmaking.

My favorite Village activity is acting. I love to act because it allows me to step into someone else's shoes and to
experience the world from a different perspective. At the Village, I have acted in the Waiting Room (Jamal); Shades of
Gray (the Narrator); and this June appeared as Kareem in Choices. The Village has also given me the opportunity to
study ceramics, painting and dance. In fall 2004, one of my nickel prints was exhibited as part of the Philadelphia
Print Collaborative's, Philadelphia: The Rub! Exhibition at the National Constitution Center.

This year, I was also part of the youth leadership team for the Village's first annual Hip Hop Drop Off Festival on
September 10, 2005. T was responsible for the creation of neighborhood auditions for rappers, dancers, and poets
and performed twice -once with my dance group, Bring in the Noise, and with the Village Griots, the Village's spo-
ken word ensemble.

I am writing today to ask that you make a donation to the Village. The Village fills a void for young people in my
community who often have nothing to do after school, plus it provides great training in the arts. Your gift helps to
support the Village Arts Challenge, the teen afterschool program for 13-19 year olds that provides in-depth train-
ing in visual arts, performance and environmental arts. This year we are working on some exciting projects includ-
ing comic books, music videos, and a spoken word CD.

I hope you can give to the Village this year, so teens like me can contin-
ue to have an outlet for our creativity and to also have a safe place to

hang,

Thank you!

Sincerely,
Sam Jackson
Village Arts Challenge Participant

« www.villagearts.org ¢ info@villagearts.org »



